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The warm temperate regions are really a zone of transition
from the Sub tropical High Pressure areas to the areas of
the Sub polar Lows    They come under the influence of the
Sub tropical Highs and the Trades in summer and the Sub
polar Lows and Westerlies in winter
2 A   West Coast or Mediterranean Regions
This group forms one of the most clearly marked of the
natural regions Placed as they are on the west coast of
continents on the poleward side of the trade wind deserts
these regions receive ram in winter from the westerlies but
summer is a season of drought since the Trades are here
off shore winds Thus the main feature of the climate is a
marked winter maximum in the rainfall
The influence of climate upon vegetation too is most
clearly marked m these regions since the plant life must be
adapted to withstand the summer drought with its relatively
high evaporation Evergreen trees with deep striking* roots
such as the eucalypts or the live-oaks of California are
typical and similar trees from the Mediterranean countries
have been introduced with great success
Among these are the olives the cork oak and the citrus
fruits which are cultivated in all these lands The grape and
such soft fruit trees as the peach which need sustained
warmth to bring them to perfection find in these regions
their best climate and, where irrigation makes possible
regular supplies of water during the growing and npemng
period they respond with prolific crops
In these warm temperate lands the pastoral industry is
important almost everywhere Sheep especially the breed
known broadly as the merino are well adapted to rainfall
conditions of 10 to 30 inches a year and have becoine the
basis of wool and meat production as in Australia and